no          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
by Reverend Mother Janet Erskine Stuart, sixth Superior
General of the Society. It would seem best, therefore, to
draw largely from her writings, and indeed, since this
chapter aims rather at reproducing a tradition than of giving
utterance to personal opinion, quotations will be freely used.
The Constitutions of the Society of the Sacred Heart are
based upon those of St. Ignatius, so far as they may be
adapted to an Order, essentially feminine in outlook, that
aims at training girls to fulfil the peculiar mission of women
along the lines which faith and tradition seem to define for
Christian society. There was a time in the history of the
Congregation when certain prominent members wished
to model its Constitutions closely upon those of St.
Ignatius, in such a way as to destroy its characteristic
mode of activity and intercourse. The foundress suffered
much, was willing to try experiments, but gradually won
her way, to the lasting good of the Society.
It is the vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience that
properly constitute the status of a religious. By the vow
of poverty, she renounces the free disposal of any temporal
possession and, as a consequence, all temporal cares.
Henceforward she will handle material things as a steward,
but with nothing to gain or lose for herself, and from this
aloofness she will obtain a peace that will give power to
her work of education.
By the renunciation consequent upon her vow of chastity,
a religious, far from killing her affections, directs them into
deeper and wider channels. Children are very quick to
recognise the spirit of consecration and to claim the nun
as their own, theirs to honour and theirs to use. A nun is
ready to answer every call, for to all she has given her
powers and interest.
The vow of obedience places a religious at the service of